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We are now be hosting this Newsletter on the sectio n website. Check it out for more information 

regarding updates and trip schedule entries. 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/jasperhinton/  

________ 
Welcome 
 
Notes from the Section Chair  
 
Well another summer has come and gone and many of us are now just waiting for the snow to fly or the 
ice to freeze. If only we have had this much dry stable weather in July and August! 
Thanks again to all of our leaders and executive staff who helped over the summer to keep a regular 
schedule going and keep up with the odds and ends of running the section. If you haven't been to the 
website in a while you should check it out as Lisa Wilson has added some new content and a link to a 
bulletin board that will help the membership find partners and post information. 
 
As always we ask our membership for input and support to help bring you the trips you would like to see. 
If there are courses you think would benefit you as a member please let us know. If you would like to see 
a larger section summer camp, let us know. 
We are always looking for more people to help out in some of the executive roles. If you have some time 
and would like to get involved please get a hold of any of us. We hope to see a good turn out for the fall 
general meeting, Keep your tools in the ice and the slippery side of your skis down. 
 
Peter Amann 
Section Chair. 
 
 
 
Fall Meeting – Wednesday, December 3 - 7pm Jasper M useum  
 
Jasper Hinton Section Winter Meeting 
With Special Guest Presenter:  Lynn Martel 
 
Location:        Jasper Yellowhead Museum         Bridgeland Room downstairs. 
Date:              Wednesday, December 3, 2008 
Time:              700pm-900pm 
 
Members and non members welcome.  This will be a good time to learn more about the club and how to 
get involved with activities in Jasper.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Presentation by Lynn Martel 
 
The Jasper/Hinton section is pleased to welcome Lynn Martel to Jasper.  
A best-selling presenter at the recent 2008 Banff Mountain Book & Film  
Festival, Expedition to the Edge author Lynn Martel brings to life 60 stories 
about the joys, hardships and motivations of those who seek adventure, 
from the Rockies to the Canadian north to Pakistan to Antarctica. 
 
Learn about the unique and impressive adventures of many Canadians 
including ACC members Will Gadd, 
Nancy Hansen, Sean Isaac and Rick 
Collier, top rock climber Sonnie Trotter 
and conservationist duo Karsten Heuer 
and Leanne Allison as they follow a 
caribou herd on foot for five months 
across the Yukon and Alaska. 
 
 

 
        Photo by Amanda Follett 

________ 

Articles 
 
My husband, Peter, and I had the good fortune to spend almost 3 months in New Zealand during their last 
summer (December to February).  We spent most of our time mountaineering on the South Island.  They 
had one of the driest and hottest summers on record, which made for an amazing number of perfect 
weather days out in the mountains.  We also spent a week at the New Zealand Alpine Club’s summer 
camp in a place called the Hopkins Valley.  We had the opportunity to meet many Kiwi climbers and a 
number of climbers from all over the world.  It was also a good introduction to the ethics of New Zealand 
Mountaineering.  We developed a mantra to help us approach climbing in this small but incredible 
country. 
 
Top 10 Survival Secrets to New Zealand Mountaineeri ng: 
 
1) Dry boots in the mountains are a rarity in New Zealand and you really do need to cross those thigh 
high rivers on your approach wearing your mountaineering boots or risk facing a nasty swim.  
2) The shorts-with-gaiters-look is not 
only practical in New Zealand but 
also high fashion in the mountains.   
3) If it isn’t called a Great Walk, then 
look forward to roots for miles and 
regular wash outs from landslides.   
4) You can eat inside your tent 
because there are no mammals to 
get you, but hide your tent and gear 
under rocks when you are away from 
camp or the kea (a big smart alpine 
parrot) will turn your gear into scraps 
- they have also been known to steal 
people’s boots while they are 
sleeping. 
5) New Zealand guidebooks tend to 
simplify things more than North 
American guidebooks would like.  
They don’t want to fill the book with 



silly approach trail information or beta that might take away from the “adventure” of the trip. 
6) New Zealand has the WORST alpine rock on the planet.  Many kiwi alpine climbers will admit to being 
poor rock climbers, which is understandable when most of the time the rock is the last place you would 
want to find yourself on the mountain.  
7) Snow pickets are amazing tools in the morning.  The snow is well consolidated and generally you get 
good freezes overnight.  That lends to delightful hammer swinging in the wee hours.  Make sure it takes 
at least 12 to 15 bangs before the snow picket is driven in.  Less than that and the snow is too soft for 
vertical snow picket placement. 
8) Talk to the local guides directly and if they say that a particular route is out of condition then they are 
generally right – a poor young Italian lost a hand this past summer due to rockfall when he ignored their 
advice. 
9) Take moraines seriously! It is unbelievable what is happening to some of the glacial lateral moraines in 
the Mount Cook area.  Huge chunks of land are actually falling into the glaciers as the valley glaciers melt 
and sink downwards eroding the support of the moraine walls.  These 200 m 45 degree piles of 
refrigerator sized teetering blocks are no place to be.  Sadly some of the best alpine treks are being lost 
due to this erosive process. 
10) When the weather forecast predicts “rain starting at noon” get out your rain jacket and get out of the 
hills. 
 
By Lisa Wilson 
 
 
PASSPORT TO THE PEAKS 
 
I’m sure everyone has heard of the Willmore Wilderness and the town of Grande Cache, the quaint little 
coal mining town 2 hours north of Jasper on Hwy 40. It is situated on a 1280 meter plateau with a 360 
view of the surrounding peaks and acts as the gateway to the Willmore. You may have heard of the 
Death Race, the 125 km. trail and road running race in the area, but have you heard of the Passport to 
the Peaks? 
 
This is a program of peak bagging implemented and maintained by local resident Keith Darcel. It works 
like this. You can sign up at the information office in Grande Cache which is a trip on its own as it doubles 
as a museum and triples as a gallery. You get a binder with the first group of Bronze Peaks complete with 
maps trail descriptions, directions, photo of the peak and your all set. You complete this set of Peaks then 

move on to the Silver and finally the 
Gold summits. There are 20 summits 
in all and all give you a view of the 
town. At the summit there is a steel 
mailbox containing a stamping unit 
which imprints your passport. Painted 
on the mailbox is a picture of the peak 
done by local artist Robert Guest. This 
is worth the trip alone as it has to be 
the most unique gallery exhibition on 
the planet, certainly the most unique in 
Grande Cache.  
 
The Bronze peaks are about 4-8 hours 
in length and most follow a well 
beaten trail. Some of these trails are 
now ATV trails as anything outside the 
Willmore Wilderness is fair game to 
these machines and are hence getting 
severely chewed up. The silver peaks 

are between 10 hours and 2-3 days in length and require more route finding. Gold peaks are back in the 
Willmore and require multi day trips, route finding, and river crossings. None of the peaks are technical 
climbing routes but rather hiking and scrambling. What they do offer is some different geology as the rock 
in the area is mainly a conglomerate. It’s also a great change of scenery and a chance to see some of the 
Willmore Wilderness which is a super part of the province that is seldom traveled by anyone other than a 
few hunters and horse outfitters. The area around Grande Cache has a great mining and trapping history 



which is obvious when you get up on the peaks and see into some of the valleys that have already been 
or are undergoing mining or hiking along some of the active trap lines. 
 
So, if you’re looking for some 
new country to poke around in, 
or if you’re a peak bagger and 
want to tackle a new tick list, this 
could be a worthwhile trip. On 
getting back to town there is a 
great ice cream shop to stop at 
and refortify for the trip home. 
There’s also some great paddling 
and rafting on the Smoky and 
Sulphur rivers if you’re so 
inclined. Do make the trip at least 
once to simply check it out. I’m 
thinking once bitten you’ll want to 
explore the itch. 
 
Summit bound; 
Wayne Campbell 
 

 
 
 
________ 
Courses              ___________________                          ____ 
 
December 6-7, 2008  ACC Leadership Course- AST Leve l 1 Avalanche  
     Course  
We will be offering a Leadership/Avalanche Course this winter for local leaders and just for the general 
membership. 
The focus for this winter will be on avalanche safety. This two day course will take place in the Jasper 
area and is open to all members and leaders. For our regular Leaders there will be no charge. For the 
rest of the membership the cost will be $100.00 for this two day AST Avalanche course. One day will be 
held at the Jasper Museum, the second day will be held in the field, probably at the Bald Hills. This 
course will follow the course content and materials developed by the Canadian Avalanche Centre.  
For further information contact Peter Amann at 780 852 3237 or pamann@incentre.net. For details on the 
course content see http://www.incentre.net/users/pamann/avalanche.html. 
This is being offered as a special deal to all ACC members. This course is being offered at a basic level 
and will give experienced leaders a chance to help in training novices during the field day. 
If you haven't taken an avalanche course in a numbe r of years and if you are leading any trips this 
winter, this course is for you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_________________________ 
2008-09 Winter Trip Schedule_______________________ _ 
 
Welcome to the winter!  The following trips are filled on a first call first in basis.  Please contact leaders 
one to two weeks before the trip.   Volunteers lead all trips.  The exact date for the trip may change 
due to the leader’s commitments.   For liability protection, each participant must sign a waiver. 
 
Be sure to ask section leaders what other equipment may be necessary.  Some section equipment is 
available on loan for club outings. 
 
Weekly Wednesday “Wall Wednesday” night indoor rock  climbing - November - 
May 
Bouldering at the Activity Centre 7:00-10pm.  Half price for ACC members again. 
 
November 23, 2008  Avalanche Beacon Practice  
Hopefully there is snow on the ground in town. 
Peter Caputa    780-852-5515    petercaputa@yahoo.ca  
 
 
December 2, 2008 7:30pm  Beacon Practice Centennial  Park 
Everyone needs to practice with these things; otherwise they are just a big ornament. 
Mark Kolasinski    780-852-5546   mark_k@telusplanet.net 
 
December 7, 2008    Ski touring around the Boule Ra nge 
Novice to intermediate.  This is an exploratory trip and a good trip to start training for the winter. 
If no snow we can go hiking instead of skiing. 
Claire Levesque   780-865-1441   claire.levesque@telus.net 
 
December 11 and 14, 2008   Intro to ski touring 
On the evening of the 11th we will meet to discuss pre trip planning, companion rescue skills, perform a 
pre trip gear check as well as plan our outside day on the 14th. The 14th will be an outside day in the 
Jasper area, to be planned by the group on the 11th. Each participant will require split board or telemark 
or AT setup, a daypack, shovel, probe as well as a transceiver and warm outdoor clothes.  
Kerry MacDonald   780-852-4313    kerry.jasper@gmail.com 
 
December 16, 2008   Intro ice climbing, possibly Ma ligne Canyon 
Participants should have basic rope skills, belaying and rappelling.  
Alan Dalziel    780-817-1966    adalziel@telusplanet.net  
 
December 20, 2008   Women's backcountry skiing  
Bald Hills Area. Come have fun with the girls. Improve your backcountry skiing or pass on your 
knowledge to other women. Beginners to experts welcome. Avalanche safety equipment required. 
Lisa Wilson     780-852-5515    lisa_anne_wilson@hotmail.com  
 
December 22, 2008  BS Canyon Crawl  
Spend the day in BS canyon doing some ice scrambling and easy Grade 2 ice climbing. This climb is a 
great spot to spend the day and get back on to the ice. Great Scenery! We will do both the upper and 
lower canyon.  Some basic climbing experience is required and you will need the tools. Call for further 
details. 
Peter Amann    780-852-3237     pamann@incentre.net  
 
December 30, 2008  Morro Peak  
Hike or snow plod to the top of Morro. Depending on snow conditions we might descend through the 
canyon, rappel experience needed for the canyon 
Alan Dalziel    780-817-1966    adalziel@telusplanet.net 
 



January 2009   Maccarib Pass via Portal Creek 
Intermediate ski tour. Distance 12 km to Maccarib Pass, max elevation at Maccarib Pass 2200 meters. 
***Reference Ski trails in the Canadian Rockies by Chic Scott.  Contact Claire for dates.  
Claire Levesque   780-865-1441   claire.levesque@telus.net 
 
January 2009   Whistler Pass/Indian Pass  
Day trip to the alpine just south of Jasper. 8 kilometers and 700 meters elevation gain for beginner and 
intermediate skiers. Avalanche gear required. Nice tour to work out the kinks! 
Doug Scatcherd    780-852-4414   cds22@telusplanet.net  
 
January 2009    Ski tour Summit Lakes/Jacques Lake 
24 km return to Jacques Lake, long day.  Easy to first Summit Lake, intermediate to Jacques Lake  
***Reference Ski trails in the Canadian Rockies by Chic Scott.  Contact Claire for dates. 
Claire Levesque   780-865-1441   claire.levesque@telus.net 
 
January 9-11, 2009    Tonquin Valley Ski Trip  
We will ski to the Cavell Hostel Friday evening.  We will then ski to the Wates Gibson Hut Saturday.  
Sunday will be a big ski out Maccarib Pass (28 km) with light packs, but is mostly downhill. Wide cross 
country skis recommended over touring equipment.  Winter sleeping bag and warm but light clothes 
required (aim to keep packs light).  Beginner to intermediate level.     
Lisa Wilson     780-852-5515    lisa_anne_wilson@hotmail.com 
 
January 16, 17, and 18, 2009  Ski touring intermediate to Advanced. 
Let’s head off to Rogers pass for three days. We will stay at the hotel at the pass and do day trips 
depending on weather and stability. I will need to know if you wish to join me before the 20th of December 
so we can book our accommodations. Each participant will be required to bring an AT, telemark or split 
board set up as well as a probe, shovel, daypack and transceiver. Participants will also be required to pay 
for their portion of the food, hotel and gas.  
Kerry MacDonald   780-852-4313    kerry.jasper@gmail.com 
 
February 2009   Ski tour Whistlers Creek 
Intermediate ski tour.  Popular trip particularly when there is no snow in the valley.  Distance 10 km to 
upper creek return (4 to 5 hours).  ***Reference Ski trails in the Canadian Rockies by Chic Scott.  Contact 
Claire for dates. 
Claire Levesque   780-865-1441   claire.levesque@telus.net 
 
February 2009   Evelyn Creek/Jeffrey Creek Loop 
Day trip from Maligne Lake over Little Shovel Pass, and out through Jeffrey Creek. 20 kilometers and 650 
meters elevation gain. Fun day tour for everyone, and maybe we'll have time for some turns in the 
Snowbowl. 
Doug Scatcherd    780-852-4414   cds22@telusplanet.net 
  
February 7-9, 2009   Swiftcurrent Creek Drainage  
Here's something different.  If your idea of fun is trying to find an old trappers shack, then head up the 
drainage and find a way up a peak that definitely has fewer descents than Mt. Hector then this may be the 
trip for you.  Avalanche awareness, glacier travel and rescue and winter camping experience required.  
Peter Caputa    780-852-5515   petercaputa@yahoo.ca  
 
February 24, 2009   Kerkestlin Falls 
Classic Rockies Grade 3 ice climb in a beautiful setting.  Some experience belaying and ice climbing 
required. 
Jeff Andrews    780-852-5975   jeffandrewso@yahoo.com 
 
March 2009    Ski touring to Fryatt Hut 
Advanced ski tour. Very long day with heavy pack. 3 day trip and stay in the ACC hut. Contact Claire for 
dates. 
Claire Levesque   780-865-1441   claire.levesque@telus.net 
 



March 2009    Six Pass Route   
A 50 kilometer, 3 to 4 day tour from Maligne Lake to Poboktan Creek, along the Endless Chain Ridge, 
2100 meters total elevation gain. Winter camping and avalanche experience required. Check out the trip 
description in Chic Scott's "Summits and Icefields". 
Doug Scatcherd    780-852-4414   cds22@telusplanet.net 
 
March 7-8, 2009 Pat Sheehan Traverse (Saskatchewan Glacier area) 
A cool route into Castleguard Meadows. One night out camping, then back by Saskatchewan Glacier. 
Mark Kolasinski    780-852-5546   mark_k@telusplanet.net 
 
March 14-17, 2009   Wapta Traverse Classic 
A good introduction to ski mountaineering with ACC huts every night. We will attempt to climb up Mt. 
Balfour.  
Mark Kolasinski    780-852-5546   mark_k@telusplanet.net 
 
March 21-23, 2009   Columbia Icefields Adventure  
We will ski up the Saskatchewan Glacier and set up camp at the base of Mt. Castleguard. Next day we 
will climb Mt. Castleguard.  Weather and conditions permitting, we may extend our trip to Snow Dome, 
and come out the Athabasca glacier.  Avalanche awareness, glacier travel and rescue and winter 
camping experience required.   
Peter Caputa    780-852-5515   petercaputa@yahoo.ca  
 
April 4, 2009     Pumpkin Traverse, Lake Louise Are a 
Intermediate ski traverse.  "The Pumpkin Traverse is an excellent day tour which gets you up high into 
exciting terrain.  It offers excellent opportunities for turns and even a few summits.  In the past it was often 
done as a training exercise by National Park wardens in their bright orange jackets, hence the name." 
Avalanche safety equipment and strong level of fitness required. 
Lisa Wilson     780-852-5515    lisa_anne_wilson@hotmail.com 
 
Apr 10-14, 2009    Winston Churchill Traverse 
Come explore this overlooked and hidden icefield.  The scenery is spectacular, and we may even get 
some turns in.  This trip is for the advanced level backcountry skier and will be a fantastic adventure.  We 
will be winter-camping, crossing glaciers and some steep slopes. 
Peter Caputa    780-852-5515   petercaputa@yahoo.ca  
  
April 16, 17, 18 2009  Majestic Peak  
 I know....one again on the schedule. Hopefully no knee injuries this winter. This will be a 3 day trip. One 
day approach to upper Portal Creek. One day to climb Majestic peak by the north ridge...either out that 
day or a second night out. This climb is for experienced winter mountaineers with winter camping 
experience. The climbing is somewhat exposed but not technical. Crampons, ice axe, will be required. 
We will plan tents and meals as a group. 
Peter Amann     780-852-3237     pamann@incentre.net  
 
May 5 - June 5, 2009  Mt. Logan, King's Trench 
It’s not that hard, but it will be cold, rugged, isolated and very high. Plan on being away from home for the 
entire month of May.  
Mark Kolasinski    780-852-5546   mark_k@telusplanet.net 
 
April 1, 2 and 3   Mt Resplendent 
A long way in, a long way up, a long way down and not as long of a way out. For fit intermediate AT or 
Tele self-propelled enthusiast with glacier skills, avalanche rescue skills and winter camping skills.  
Mathieu Charest        780-852-5878        matwave@hotmail.com  
 

 
 
 



_____________ 
Summer 2009____                                ____ ________________ 
 
May or June    Climbing or scrambling in England, S cotland or  
     Wales  
10-12 days of climbing oversees. 
Alan Dalziel    780-817-1966    adalziel@telusplanet.net 
 

 
Snowdonia National Park in Wales 
 

 
The Snowy Mountains in NSW Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



__________________ 
Section Executive___ ________________________________________                       
 
President 
Peter Amann Jasper 780-852-3237 pamann@incentre.net 
 
Section Representative 
Wayne Campbell Hinton 780-865-5251 htcmaint@yahoo.ca 
 
Trip Coordinator 
Al Dalziel Folding Mountain 780-817-1966 adalziel@telusplanet.net 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Dave Pors Hinton 780-865-8808 porsfamily@shaw.ca 
 
Membership Services 
Jean Weadick Jasper 780-852 4099 jwedick@telus.net 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Andrews Jasper 780-852-5975 jeffandrewso@yahoo.com 
 
Jasper Section Webmaster 
Lisa Wilson Jasper 780-852-5515 lisa_anne_wilson@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The activities of the Jasper/Hinton section of the 

Alpine Club of Canada is sponsored in part by 
the Alberta Sports, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife 

Foundation. 
 


